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INTRODUCTION1

Is there any passage in all of God’s Word that we have quoted more
than Acts 2:38? Here we have learned that one must repent and be
baptized to be saved. Here we should have learned that when God saves
the sinner, He makes him a saint and gives him His Spirit. Remember,
the text of Acts 2 affirms nothing about the 3,000 who obeyed the
Gospel receiving a gift besides the Holy Spirit. The divine record
declares that the apostles performed miracles—“and many wonders and
signs were done by the apostles” (Acts 2:43).

 Later, Stephen and Philip, along with five others, were blessed by
the laying on of the apostles’ hands. Then, Stephen “did great wonders
and miracles among the people” (Acts 6:8). The miracles of Philip
convinced the Samaritans that his message originated with God. “And
the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip
spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did” (Acts 8:6).
Obviously, a part of the apostles’ ministry was imparting miraculous
spiritual gifts by the laying on of their hands. When Paul urged
Timothy to use his God-given endowment, it was a gift he had received
from the apostle. “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir
up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands”
(2 Tim. 1:6). Except for the apostles and the household of Cornelius,
those who received miraculous gifts did not receive them at the
moment of their conversion, but the miraculous gifts were transmitted
to them by the laying on of the apostles’ hands. Regarding Cornelius
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and his household Luke wrote: “And they of the circumcision which
believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on
the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they
heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God” (Acts 10:45-46).
Jewish Christians were convinced by this miraculous gift that Gentiles
could be baptized into Christ. Thus, Peter commanded them “to be
baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts 10:48).

Some older preachers have been criticized, usually by younger
preachers, for not preaching on grace, justification by faith, or the Holy
Spirit. I think mostly the criticism was unfair and untrue. A Gospel
preacher declares the Word (2 Tim. 4:2). In preaching the Word he
could neither neglect preaching the grace of God (Eph. 2:8-10; Tit. 3:4-
7; Rom. 5:1-2), nor could he neglect preaching about the Holy Spirit
(Jn. 16:13; Acts 2:4; 5:32). Obviously, the faith that justified was
obedient faith (Rom. 1:5). Such faith placed one in God’s grace and
made him a recipient of the Holy Spirit who continues to declare that
God loves His children. “And hope maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us” (Rom. 5:5).

I do remember an older preacher cautioning me when I was a
younger preacher because I included a lesson, entitled “The Age of the
Spirit,” in a Gospel meeting. He thought that was sort of dangerous.
While this is the Christian Age, the Holy Spirit continues to influence
people for good, and He will do so until the Lord Jesus returns at the
consummation of this world. No one is blessed in Christ unless he is
led by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:14). He enlivens the sinner by the living
Word (1 Pet. 1:23), and that Word continues to live today!

As we look back to what God accomplished in the long ago, we see
the Holy Spirit working. In the creation of the universe, He was there
participating. As the prophets spoke, and usually their messages fell on
deaf ears, their message originated with God. “Knowing this first, that
no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:20-21). He was
preparing the Jews, and then all people, who would consult the Word
for salvation and the beginning of the kingdom of our Lord Jesus
Christ. It was not the testimony of mere men that would prepare the
faithful for the coming of the Christ (2 Thess. 1:8-9). Peter, inspired by
the Holy Spirit, quoted Joel on the first Pentecost following the death
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of Jesus as a part of the Gospel. “But this is that which was spoken by
the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God,
I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh ... And it shall come to pass,
that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts
2:16-21).

Peter was calling attention to what had just occurred. After
Matthias was selected to take the place of Judas Iscariot, Luke states:

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4).

Remember, he describes the phenomenon of the descent of the Holy
Spirit endowing the apostles with miraculous gifts and the fall of the
devil’s kingdom in comparison with the glorious kingdom of Jesus
Christ. Natural phenomena accompanied the descent of the Holy Spirit
in the miraculous baptism given the apostles declaring the certainty that
the new kingdom of Christ had come, and that rule that will never cease
until the consummation of this world (1 Cor. 15:24-26).

Also, remember that Joel completed his prophecy with the
emphasis of salvation in response to one’s calling on the name of the
Lord (Joel 2:32). This is the way that Peter concluded his quotation of
Joel’s prophecy. The miraculous gifts which were already being seen
in the apostles (Acts 2:4ff), demonstrated that the baptism Jesus had
promised (Acts 1:5), was fulfilled. “For John truly baptized with water;
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” It
was not Peter’s message. It was God’s message, specifically the Holy
Spirit’s message, that was being proclaimed that day. Peter quoted not
only from Joel, but from King David, too. He pictured the Christ
reigning at the right hand of the Father in heaven, and made it clear that
the Jews were guilty of crucifying our Lord (Acts 2:30-36).

We all remember that He died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3). His
sacrificial death made redemption possible, in Christ, for all mankind.
The great problem is one that all of us have experienced. All of us have
been there. We see it in the first two verses of Isaiah 59: “Behold, the
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy,
that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and
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your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not
hear.” Isaiah presented God as if He were a man so that man could
better understand God. It is not God’s fault that man is lost. God has
always been gracious. He has never been willing for any to perish
(2 Pet. 3:9). The provisions are abundant, and what a great blessing it
is to live in this, the Christian age.

We have a similar teaching given to Christians in Colosse, “And
you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through
death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his
sight” (Col. 1:21-22). What was Paul talking about? More correctly,
what was the Holy Spirit talking about as He inspired Paul to write
those words? He declared that because of sin, and all have sinned
(Rom. 3:23; Gal. 3:22; 1 Jn. 1:8), this cancer of the soul has touched
every soul, but God is gracious and makes possible reconciliation in
Christ.

Beginning with 1 John 3, we see the solution to man’s dilemma of
being guilty of sin and unfit for fellowship with God. John explained:

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things
write we unto you, that your joy may be full. This then is the
message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we
have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do
not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 Jn. 1:3-7).

Fellowship with one another is great, but, what makes it great is the
fellowship that saints have with God. The Holy Spirit declares, through
John, that the fellowship that the apostles have is with God. And, as
surely as you read, understand, and apply the truth to your life, you
experience that same fellowship. Therefore, the gift of the Holy Spirit
of Acts 2:38 is the beginning of one’s fellowship with God. On that day
of Pentecost the multitude of Jews asked: “Men and brethren, what
shall we do?” They were convicted. They were in sin. They had no
hope. They were commanded: “Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
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receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). Under consideration
was the same Person—the Spirit of God.

 On Pentecost day, the apostles did not have a written New
Testament. They could not quote John 3:16 or 1 Peter 3:21 or Titus 3:4-
7. However, they could preach the Word. Those who could perform
miracles did so to convince people that this Word being spoken by the
apostles was genuine. Today, saints do not have the miracles of the first
century. Those miracles were never promised to the established church
after the passing of the apostles. There is going to be one more miracle.
That is at the consummation of this world. When Christ returns, when
this world is over, that miracle will mark the beginning of glory for
those that are still living in the world, and the dead in Christ will rise
first (1 Thess. 4:13-18).

 Having no miracles today, the church has something much more
important, i.e., the Gospel that was confirmed by the miracles (Heb.
2:4). How very appropriate the miracle that God gave the apostles to
speak languages that they had never learned. I learned a little German
in about six different sessions of study when I was stationed near
Munich, Germany. When lost in the city I asked a native: “Vo ist der
banhof?” And, he understood me. The trouble was, I could not
understand him when he answered. I made four trips to Mexico and
enjoyed working in the Central School of Preaching in Queretaro, but
I could communicate to the Mexicans only through Miguel Arroyo, the
director of the school. The formula that someone is always suggesting,
that there is an easy way to learn foreign languages, I have never found.
Those apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit and immediately
possessed linguistic abilities they had never learned. No one there could
misunderstand because the language they were hearing was their own
language. Just think, when God saw the need to scatter the arrogant
people who were constructing the tower of Babel, He did so by
confusing the one language of the people into many languages (Gen.
11). At the birth of the church, God used the miracle of giving all the
languages to the apostles enabling all to hear and understand in their
own native tongues. God used confusion of languages to scatter a
people bent on exalting themselves, and at the birth of the church He
used miraculously given languages to convince the people of the
authenticity of the message. The important thing about what the
apostles preached is not that they preached in languages, it is that they
preached the Word, the power of God to save. The miracle of the
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language convinced people that the message was indeed of God. This
is the message of salvation that we need.

What was the meaning of the promise, “ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost”? Some believe that the gift was salvation, but that was
covered in the phrase “remission of sins.” To make salvation the gift is
to involve Peter in a redundancy. We are hearing persuasive lessons on
it being a gift from the Holy Spirit. Possibly, that could be a correct
translation. But, the gift of the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit Himself,
which I submit is the logical meaning. You ask Why?

The miracles were being performed, and the miracles were going
to be performed to confirm the message preached. Salvation was being
experienced, so why not the Holy Spirit? In Acts 5:32, the apostles
declare: “And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the
Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.” Surely, this
means the personal indwelling, that God is with men if they obey the
Lord. Remember Paul’s explanation of the importance of preaching the
Word. “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase”
(1 Cor. 3:6). In preaching the Word, Jesus Christ is declared. There is
no other Gospel. “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). God, having saved those in the
church, explained who they were and how they were to live. “Know ye
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth
in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are” (1 Cor. 3:16-17).
Further, the presence of the Holy Spirit in Christians demands that
God’s moral laws be obeyed. After declaring, “Flee fornication”
(1 Cor. 6:18), He explained, “What? know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's” (1 Cor. 6:19-
20).

God’s Spirit dwells in His body, the church, just as your spirit
dwells in your body. I cannot tell you how your spirit indwells.
Observing autopsies does not help. But, your real personality, your
spirit or soul is the part of you that is invisible. It will survive when
your body dies. That part needs to be in fellowship with almighty God.
When man is saved, he receives the Holy Spirit. “But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9).
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Further, it is the Holy Spirit who testifies with the saint’s spirit that he
is God’s child and heir. “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified together” (Rom. 8:16-17).

God knows us better than we know ourselves. Man is tempted to
be materialistic and think in terms of the physical body and the things
which satisfy his physical appetites. The lust of the flesh, lust of the eye
and pride of life conquer if a man permits. Material blessings make one
want more and more material blessings. How many believe the Gospel
that is preached? Remember what occurs in conversion to Christ?

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which
by the gospel is preached unto you (1 Pet. 1:23-25).

Truly, what is within us is far more precious than what one has?
People yearn to put down roots in this world. Gratitude for the material
blessings one enjoys can deteriorate to the point that blessings possess
the owner and prohibit his glorifying the Father in heaven. The
presence of God in the lives of His children results in spirituality. It is
the fruit of the Spirit. Those who make presentations about the Holy
Spirit and His ministry for God’s people today recognize that spiritual-
ity is often lacking in those who claim to be Christians.

Every saint should be described as one filled with love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and, temperance
(Gal. 5:22-23). When you see the person who is a real good example,
one who seems to be conforming his life as much as possible to the
likeness of Jesus Christ, that is the spiritual person. He is the one who
does not let the anxieties caused by too much interest in this moment
blind his eyes to the reality of spiritual things or to eternity.

The work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Christians is not
miraculous work. God does not implant a feeling of euphoria in His
children. Let all learn the meaning of Ephesians 5:18—“And be not
drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.” Paul
is not saying that to “be filled with the Spirit” is like being drunk with
wine. He is saying to “be filled with the Spirit” is to have a sense of
reality. The one who is being influenced by alcoholic beverages may
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experience his high, but it is a momentary high that is going to be
followed by a low. It is dissipation rather than entertainment that he is
experiencing. To “be filled with the Spirit” is to live the abundant life
(Jn. 10:10). The church at Philippi provides an excellent example of
spirituality. The brethren there were admonished:

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your
moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be
careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:4-7).

How does one think a thing to be spiritual? Paul answers: “Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil. 4:8).

The miracles that began as Peter and the other apostles preached on
the first Pentecost following Christ’s ascension served the purpose that
God intended. Those who heard the announcement that remission of
sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit would be given to all who expressed
their trust in Jesus by repenting and being baptized, expected those
blessings immediately. The gift of the Holy Spirit is God’s presence in
the life of the person who formerly was enslaved to sin.

If miraculous powers were being promised as the gift from the
Holy Spirit, it is interesting that God made no provisions for anyone to
perform miracles beside the apostles until the imposition of the
apostles’ hands in Acts 6. If this great promise was miraculous spiritual
gifts, why was it withheld? Did no one receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit that day? Three thousand people in one day were converted to
Christ, but there was no mention of miracles by them. Soon the number
had grown to 5,000 men (Acts 4:4), but none of them were performing
miracles. Multitudes of people were added to the Lord, both men and
women, but no one except the apostles was performing miracles in Acts
6:7. As mentioned earlier, Stephen performed miracles, as recorded in
Acts 6, following the laying on of the apostles’ hands. Then, he
presented that one great lesson which resulted in his seeing the Lord as
he was about to go home to glory.

Phillip went to Samaria. In Samaria he preached Jesus Christ and
the kingdom. People were converted to Christ. Surely, as they were
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converted to Christ, they received the Holy Spirit. However, no one
received the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit until the apostles, who
came from Jerusalem for the purpose of putting their hands upon
certain ones, imparted the miraculous gifts to them so they could be
used to confirm that heaven’s message was being preached.

Yes, in Acts 8:17, after the apostles had prayed that the Samaritans
would receive the Holy Spirit, and when they (the apostles) laid their
hands on them, they then did receive the Holy Spirit. There is no
question concerning the nature of that gift. Although Simon had been
baptized, he attempted to buy the gift that he saw belonged to the
apostles. Evidently, something was being seen. Miracles were being
performed. Again, in Acts 19:6, a similar gift was bestowed. Paul was
preaching in Ephesus where they did not even know about the Holy
Spirit. After Paul had laid his hands on the twelve that were hearing the
message, then they too, received the Spirit, spoke with tongues, and
prophesied. They received miraculous gifts! Still, those who did what
Jesus commanded, those who did what the apostles were requiring as
they were presenting heaven’s message, were recipients, I submit, of
the Holy Spirit in the ordinary, common measure. So, the benefit of
knowing that one is not alone is given to every saved person.

Once one becomes a child of God, he has the Spirit dwelling within
him. You may ask what this “common indwelling of the Holy Spirit”
does for the saint. It gives him spiritual strength, but not miraculously.
This is what Paul was praying for, as he wrote the church in Ephesus.

That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to
be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fulness of God (Eph. 3:16-19).

You are stronger spiritually than you could have ever been outside of
Christ. Be thankful for the goodness you see in the world. At the same
time, recognize that the good people of the world would be better
people in Christ.

CONCLUSION
Because you know Christ (Jn. 17:3; 1 Jn. 5:20), the song, “God Be

With You Til We Meet Again,” has a basis when Christians sing it. Do
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saints really mean these words when they sing them? Is this a differ-
ence that God makes in the lives of His children? The gift of the Holy
Spirit, I submit, is exactly what the apostle Peter, speaking by inspira-
tion of God, promised to all those who heard the Word on Pentecost
day. May God bless us all as we develop more and more in the likeness
of the Christ.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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